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25X In view of the importense attached to the recent trial of Nikola Petlov,

Bulgarien Cpposition Depuby, the 80th
25X1 Session of the Bulgarian Grend Bationmal Assenbly, held om 5 June 1947, is of

iaterest since it records the parlismentary debste concerning the request of
25X1 the Prosscutor of the Sofie Distri ot Court, to deprive Sofia Deputy Nikeia
25X1 Petkov of hie parlismentary immamnity end ewthorizetion for his arrest snd tzigla_l
25X1 | I
25X1 "

Viadimir Dimchew {(Commnmist)s The question is: What does article onme
'»f The Law ¥or the Defenss of the People's Government provides Tt roadss
“Whososver forms or leads within the countbry of abrowd orpanisetions or
groups vhich ere aimed at the overthwow, usndermiving, or woskening of the
2steblished government of the stste. through coup dtetat, revolution,
roubles, terrorist activiby or crimes dengersus to aouieby, is punishe
able by the heaviest penelty - death or 1ifs imprisoament.” Therefors,
she prosseulor is fully subliorized to send this letter and to réquest ouy
arthorinations Is the sccussbtion of the mreseoutor maupported? Does he
send this luztber without growmdst

Yolce from the Opposition: By Order of the Party}

Jimohev: Ho, gentlemen deputies? The istier of the propeoubor 1s supe
“oriied by & mase of ecousing material. First, the prooess of the CONBP.LI0e
Sive organiretion "Neubral Officer®, in which three groups of twenty-seron
men ssch were indicted. With the oxcepbion of four, all the rest were. son-
demed in conformlty with the soh of indictiuert.seas They made confeasioa
in their written repliscs to the preliminery investigation emd to the cowt,
sonfesgions of thirty e« froby - £ifty bypswritben pages. Their confes-
siong coutain their explanations of how they joined this orpanizetion,
thelr regrets and their plems for lenisnecy.

Yoice from the Oppositicn: They wobe that which wes dicteted to thom.

Jimchev: 1 must essure you, gentlemen deputiesz, that sleven members of
“he Commission expresssd themselves m the evidsnce presented. We wore
% 211 conscious that the task given us was importext and essendlel. The
dpposition representatives on the compiasion witnessed the seriousness o
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the ewim, and objectiveness with which the svidence was examined.

“e do not conderm, Our task is to make pronouncemert whether we find
the prosecutor?s request to be founded, whether there is sufficient
evidence in support of his request. We examined the submitted data
without any party prejudice.

Voice from the Oppositions Ther~ is nobody to belisve youtl

Dimchev: ... but, as I said, objectively and clamlye It is beyond
doubt that we have two verdicts on the two comspirative organizatiors,
"Neutral Cfficer" and "Military Alliance". These verdicte were issted
by lawfully established courts, with complete freodam of defense, whth
full freedom for the preseontetion of evidences .... Dimiter Tzvetkov
should tell his comrades that when a vordict comes into legel force,
then, according to our laws, it has been correctly issued according
to the facts (retorte from the Opposition).

Volce from the Oppositlon: lere the Fasclst verdiots correct?

Peter Anastassov (Socialist): You are Red Fascistst ascen

Dimchev: In reading sll this mccusing mnterial you can find in the
Testimonios of the acocused absolutely no note of a foroed confession
(laughter from the Opposition), taken forcibly or otherwise (retorts
from the Opposition). Only people with an extremely light and uncorw
scientious attitude toward certain Judiciery material can Jjabber in
the manner of the gentlemen of the Opposition, Kach legal mind, in
reeding these testimonies, will intuitively know that they twll of
things that are completely true (retorts from the Oppositlon)e eese
The accused confess their guilt end disclose their inspirers, those
that  have urged them on, that have psychoclogically prepsred ' them
to embrace the idea of conspiracy snd activities Por em ermed coup
d'etat epainst the authorities, those who have urged them salong this -
criminel road. iany of the accuscd confess that they have been ine
fluenced by that which they have rcad in Narodno Zeredelsko Zname
and Svoloden llarcd end by that which has been spoken to theme osees
Hesitant officers have been given convicktion by the other officersg
they have been led to meet liikola Petkov, and after having been in
his study they have come out celm, inspired, as some of them say, for
the 1idea of conspiracy and coup d'ctat.

(Here Dimch/ew reads extracts from the teatimonics of
Peter Jetchév and Stefan Avrmmov and others.)

Dimchev: If the prosecuter had sent a letter to request the trial

of Wikola Fetkov only on the stremrth of the military section that

would have beon emply sufficient. Because if the military section

hes beon formed to attract officers with the clear intent to be able

et a piven moment to overthrow the povernment by force, then the ori-
minal act in parasgraph one of article one is completely covorede. The
testimonics of those two officers show thet such e military sectiom

has in reality been formed, that Peter Xoev is a nember of this
section, that in the neme of that section Peter Koev maintaing comtast,
encoureges and assizts the formation of the other two military consyirae -
tive fascist orpanizationseesse It has often been said here that tho
Opposition maintaing the strugele with the ballot only. TYou see thet
only one year after 9 Sgptember, after the defection of Petkov Ifrom

the povernment, Petkov, Koev and others of the Opposition are at the '
bottom of these comspiracies. Therefors, they wish to overthriw the
govermment by armed coup d'etek, by oppression, end not by the ballot.
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You can speak hypocritically of whatever you like. The bigrest
conspiretors talk only of democratic mecans of reaching power pending
the completion of their conspiracy. Peter Koov does not act un his
own initiative. Foter Koev is the most intimate and closest f£i*.:ind
of Nikola Petkov. Peter Koev informs Nikela Petkov aboub everything.
In his contact with these sfficers Peter Koov speaks on behelf of the
soction, in the name of the political secretary st the head of this
organization, which grows and prospers under his care. If Koov age
tuelly was proceeding only in his own name they would not decide to
converse and contact him.

In the platform of the organization "lieutral Officer” there is
the follcwing point: "le should get in touch with the Opposition”,
Avramov is charged vith the maintenance of tnis contact. As I said
in the bopinning, the reason for it is clear. The officers will efe-
feet the coup d'etat but they will then have to hand over the pover
to someone and whon they seek somaone they can rely on they find
Fikola Petkov - they find the Opposition = they find the deputies
around Nilkela Petkov, as well as others who agree with thesc projecta
and supply them with inspiration.

Kotcho Bonev {Aprarian Netionel Party):; You wish to break up the
Tgrarian Union}

Limchev: Kotcho Bonevl You are encugh of a coward to keep away
Trom those dengerous metterse '

Bonavs: One head to one lifet

{Dinchev reads written festimony of General Ivan
Constantinov Popov.)

Dimchev: Yes, gemtlemen, you had preparsd to take over the £OVerne
ment, you had prepared the necessary persomnel as well 50 a5 toelie
minete those that hinder you. You have on many occasions addrossed
yoursclf to us here with the wordss "Soon will your song be finishedi"
The more gullible of you have even mentioned a time limit of fifteen
days.s.s Your conviction iy certainly due to the fact that you bew
lieve that you can force the will of the Bulrarien poople with the
assistance of international reaction. You rust remember, however,
that we are not in 1923, thet today the authority is in the hends of
workers and poas-nts joined in o holy union, mindful of the leseon

of the past, and thot every attempt to inflict a blow on the people's
suthority will mecet the steel muscles of this strong Fetherland Frox:
orgerization which unites ell Fatherland Front democratic forces.

Any srong you will perceive that nobody's coup d'etat will succeed}
(Retorts from the Opposition.) (He continucs to read the testimony):
"{wo days after I met him I went to his home on Tgar Shishman Streeb.
He received me in his sbudy. Our conversation lasted forty-Iive
minteg.... Ho described the intermal situation of the country as
highly tense beosuse of the unlawful acts of the authorities, the lack
of measures to limit the high cost of living, ete." .

VWhy do these officers always eeck out Nikola Petkov for his
analysis of the internal and international situation? All that heve
gene to him state that thoy requested his opinion on the internsl ami

‘ternaticnal situatlicn. Becmuse, through his tendencious imtorpre~
tation of the extornal situation, by speaking of the widely publicizod
atomic borbs which wers stated to be vory fearful, of the very
great power of Amorica, of the weskening power of the Fatherland Frot,
of its negation by the people, of the sufficient exhasustion of the
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Soviet Union which is no longer capeble of opposing the greater demo-
cratic peowers, he has wished to emphasize thal the overthrow of the
Fatherland Front and their taking over of power is impending. Vhen
the first msn of the Opposition, Nikola Petkov, leader of the Opposi=
tion, speaks so cuthoritetively to officers, who can be magnificent
as officers but who understand little of polities, who have no orien-
tation in political 1ifo and international events; and when liikola
Potkov maktes this statement in the manner which He deems proper, then,
I beg you to apgres, his words will have a reflection in their minds s
they will listen, they will follow his lips, and they will follow his
instructions. ‘

(le reads): "..4 I gave hin detailed information on the organiza=
tion 'Neutral Officer!, namely, orpanization plan, aims, problems,
means. I pave him no numes at this meoting, but only said that wo will
appoint a genecral staff officer as liaison 4o his staffemilitery section.
He approved of the existence of our organization end asked ma what he had
in the provinces. I replied that I will tell him more end acquainted
hin with the desire of the Central Committee of our organization to be
showm reliable people of his in the provinces for the establishmont of
oontact and comon effort. That he promised to do in the next meeting
after reflection and consultetion with a person of his staff the name
of which person he kept scoret." a...s e have brought out the activity
of the militery section. It is to win influence among the officers and
%o make use of them in an eventual taking over of the government by foroes
Speak out, are these facts? You have o stenciled reply: +this has been
drovm out by oppression, this does not correspond to the facts. Fven if
fifty pereons werc to speek in this direction we would be obliged to lisw
ten to the Opposition.see

(Reading fron the testimory of Colensl Marko Ivanov): ™iUs wont to
Hikola Potkov's home dressed as civilians; he roceived us immedistely
and I pres-nted Colonel Gergov to hin as a representative of our group
of officers who works in the army so that we can collaborate with him.
Then I sald that we would like to hoar his opinion of the situation.
He mode a review of the situation and stressed the faot that the Father~
land Front government is dictetoriel. I told him that the mass of of-
ficers on actlvs service would be on his side. lle said that he ie well
aware of the humor and attitude of the officers toward him and hias psréy
because w: has been visited by quite a number of officers who have offered
hin their colleboration. /3 proposed to him as army chief of staff Gencral
Fopov, retired. He smid that he hed been told of Popov, and that he would
have our recormondation in view. ‘& sugrested the sbove changes as first
steps to throwing the Communlsts out of the ermy. On the guestion of ese
sistant-commanders, we told him that it would be best to have them go.
He had a very nepative ettitude toward them, saying that thejr are completely
superfluous and that they are merely tranemitters of Corrmmism. He al~
luded that the Communists mey not cede authority. Then I told him that
we are resolving the problem at its woret, by which I wished to tell hiwm
that we are also prepering a coup d'etat. He undorstood my meaning because
he made a certain reserve, thet he intends first to carry out the struf;e.;le
by legal ways, and that could mnly be by extreme means. Later, by the
fact that he agroed to publish our articles in his newspaper, it was clear
that he agreed end accepted our collaboration.”

+cas There is no meed of further proof «eso The question is very
clear. The rrosecutor, examining the witnesses* testimonies, the confes-
sions of theaccused, the press materials, certain letters addressed to
foreign powers ('XMshzari') finds that there is sufficient ground for
Petkov to be tried, on the prosecutor®s conscience and convictione.
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Gentlemen! lie arc slarmed if a crime Iike murder is ocammitteds
Howw can we remein silent if Nilola Petltov, led by his painful ambie
tion to be at the head of the government and to comand es..s does
not hesitate at the prospect of starting a oivil war hich would cause
hundreds of thousands of deaths?

Yoice from the Opposition: You are at present distributing srms in the
villages. lihat use do you want to meke of it?

;

Dimchev: Therefore the Commission finds that the request of the pro-
secubor mist be acceded to and that the Assembly should dacide to de~
prive Hikola Petkov of his immmity and euthorize him to be arrested,
oxamined, tried, and punished mccording to the law {applause by the
Majority.)

President Kolarov: The word is given to Deputy Titko Chernokolevw,

Titko Chernokolev (Comrunist): Gentlemen Deputiosl The accusation
ageinst Nikola Fetkov is very seriocus. It is nothing surprising,
nothing new, It isthe logloel ending of an anti-national career of
Nikola Petkov from the moment he broke away from the Fatherland Front
and slid down the slope of reaction (applause by the Majority).

A

Ivan Ginchev (Agrarian National Party): Vhy did he breek away?
Chernokolev: I shall 'tell you why presently.

Ginchev: DBecause he did not wish to march to your tune but to the
Tune of the Bulgarian people.

President Kolarov: (Rings)eess

Chernckolev: Li sten well ~ At the time when Wikola Petkov left the
Fatheriand Front, despite the grest efforts rmade by our party and by

all Fatherland Fromt parties to save him, he explained his separation

by the words that he does not agree with the interference which the
Communist Party wes alleged to be doing in matters of the Agrarian Union,
with the arbitrarinocss of the militia, obcse...declarin;, that he agrecs
with and remains t rue t6 the program of the Fathorlend Front. le strove
to convince public opinion in our country, to convince his own comrades,
and public opinion abroad, that he has no program divergencies with the .
Fathsrlend Fromt. What happened?! Society imagined that Nikla Petkov
would then begin o loyal, creative, end constructive oriticizm to correct
insufficiencies and the errors of the Fatherland Front government. Howe
ever, likola Petkov, under the veil of a fight apainst the insufficien-
cles and licenses here and there in the countryeseo

Voice from the Opposition: bverywhsrs, not here and there ceee

Chernokolevs ... he adapted in peneral his conduct to a hostile line of
conduct toward the Fatherland Front. Let us examine whellher there is one
undertaking in our country from P Sgptember on, carried oub by the Father=
lmnd Front, with which Petkov has agreed. .Can it be that all the Father-
land Front has achieved in intermal and foreign policy is bad? sesoflikola
Potlrov declared against the sgrarien reform. Nikola Petkov declared ugainst
the labor cooperative farrs, apgainat the a.broratian of the monarchy, against

the constitution.
CONFIDENTIAL
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Chernckolev: He declared against the granting of assistance to the

es of fighters who perished. He started a campaign for the
liboration of Fascists from prisons snd concentration camps, against
the law for the defemso of the People's Government, against the ecow
nomie policy of the government of the Fatherland Front, for the dee
crease of the price of industriel goods. He declared apainst the ene
tire internal policy of the Fatherland Front. On foreign policy,
Petkov began with letters to foreign powers, and with appeals to fo~
reigners to interfere in our internal affeirs. At the time of the
peace conference, Nikola FPothov assisted the enemies of the Dulgarian
poople, so as to have a heavy peace treaty come to our people =~ then
he comritted the greatest of tresons sgainst people and fatherland
(applause from the Majority). Eh

eves e wants to spoil our good relutions with our libsrators.
He oarries on intrigues at the time of the money exchange; he wants
to spoil our good relations with France. Ile intrimies dally with the
Great Powers. He places his steke on war. He does not place his
stako on the collaboration botween Great Powers but on the conflich
of the Great Powers. MNikola Potkov awaits this confliot in order to
come to powsre ... vhen he lost hope that he would come to power by
the road of the peorle's confidence, by legal means, then he took to
the old and tried coup d*etat methods; he took the same road of the
reaction after the last warsy that reaction had loast the confidence of
the people and attempted to overthrow the government of the people by
means of coups d'etat, conspiracy, by winning over the roactionary
forces in the army. WNikole Petkov attem™.s et present to bring about
& restoration through armed strugrle.

The facts brought out by the prosecutor, the data contained in the
trials, the well-knowm facts of the inimical anti-national policy of
iikola Petlov, hia comections with the foreign reaction, show utterly
clearly that Yikola Petlrov is the main organizer and center of the re~
actionary forces in our country (applause by the Majority).

Voice from the Oppositicns The peasents have no bread and you speak of theis
havine ermsd

Chernokolev: Vi shall be the preastest crirminals in the syes of our
peoplc if we are silent and inective. At a momemt when Nikola Petkov
and & group of reactionaries around him undermine netional umity, de-
stroy the powers of resistance of our peopley disorganize the forces of
the people for the rohabilitation of the country, in a moment when ocivil
wor is carried on on our southern border, we can not allow ourselves thas
Iuwxury to tolerate any futher this criminal and shameful activity by Mis
kola Petkov (applause and cries of "truse" by the llajority)s Nikola Polw
kov must be sent for triaml by the court of the people, to answer for his
oriminal anti~national activity. . '

With the aomscience of a highly patriotic duty being fulfilled,
and following the interests of the people end the country, the parliamen~
tary group of the Cormmmnist Party will vote to have Kikola Petkov dow
prived of his parliamentary immunity and to have him tried by the coun=
try's tribunals.

Tle are convinced that wmeny of you will reccpnize this fateful momat
and will not connect your activity, your name, and vour existence =~ reow
member, as a loyal oprosition within the limits of the laws - with the
eririnal conspiratorial activity of !Iiﬁim. If you align youre
selves with these criminal conspir d f procedure which Bikola
Petkov uses, you become en enti-national (reports from the Opposition},
for which you should make your accounts very carefully. Remember, for

QR G dekn
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you the moment ls decisive, You have on hand a possibility to break
avaYeans

The Opposition: Allagag8acee

Chernokolev: ... from the traitorous anmbi-national activity of Nikola
Petkov, and, if you are honest people, to bepin work togother with all
the remaining partises of the Fatherland Front (retorts from the Opposi-
tion). You can be cerbain that we shall not allew you further license.
iie shall not allow fools to play rough-house {applause by the Hejority).
The Grand National Asserbly will "bind the priest so as to have poace
in the village" (applause by the Hajority)eces '

Christo Yurukov (Radiocsl Farty and !Mihail Genovski (F.F. Agrarians)i
Poth conlirm the epprovel ol tholr rospective parllanentary proups anc
declare that they will vobe for the proposal,)

Presidont Kolarov: (Gives the floor to Depuby Assen Stamboliisiki.)

Asgen Stamboliisid (Agrarisn TYational Party)s (met with arplause fror

position) 1 come not to defend lifkola Petlcov but to state that
the Bulerarian people knows that he is irmocent ... end if anybody should
judge “ikola Petkow it should be the Bulrarian people and not you (ap~
plause and *Bravo' from the Opposition). '

1'ikola Ailukov {Cormumist): The Bulgarian people has long ago condemned
85 & Lraitor.

Tzola Dragoitcheva (Comrunist): Where are the Bulgarian peuple?

Stamboliiski: I lmow vherc the Bulparian people are, Kademe Dragotcheva.

Volce from the Majority: Vhere are you?

S‘b&nﬁ)oliia_}:_ﬁ.: I know where I am. Iam vheres my place is. (aprlause
fram the Opposition.)

Voice from the Majoritys:s With the traitors, with reaction.

Stambolilgki: I shall not be with you, while you ocontinue in this di-
re Qlle

Minister Anton Yugo: . You have a guilty oonscience (applause from the
Wajorlty). You are he who armed the group in Pazardzhik county. You
are a pub=keeper, you are no fighter et all, and you stain the neame of
Jour fathéreseea

Stemboliisli: It is clear, from the report of the argument which (Dimcheov)
Fries To comstruct, that everything is built upon sand (applause from she
Opposition}. The words of Chernokoleve.. made clear that t he eim is purely
politioaless. I respect my father end I sténd there where he stoode

Luben Gumnerof (Commmist): You are with the rurderers of your father.

Stamboliiski: The murderers are here (points to the Ministers? desk)
(Applause from the Opposition)...s The aim is purely politicel - to
safeguard the Bulgerian peorle from new perturbations. You know per-
rectly well that the Bulparian Agrarien Nationel Union has only one mesns
of strugple ~ the bhallot (applause from the Opposition),

Minister Yugov: Tell us vhy you armed the hands in Pazardzhik?

CONFIDENTIAR
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Stamboliiskis Mr. Yumovs I was c.ught with a pistel in my pocket
and you ecarry pistols (applause from the Opposition)esco When

you were being persecuted, Madame Tzola Dragoioheve, thers wore three
or four conspiracies in the files of the Stute Security police and
in a given moment when the government nas feoling weak they brought
these omspiracies out in order to consolidate their positiom,

pimiter Kotev (Commnist): And who killed your father? Were there
no organizers of coups d'ebat then? Thore they are now! (shows the
Opposition).

Stambolliski: The orranizers of ooups d'etat and the murderers of
my father are here, at your desks (shows the desk of the Ministers).
And only theret (long applause and cries of "Bravo" from the Opposie
tion and retorts from the Majority).

President Kolaror: Please let the speaker scntinue.

Stemboliislki: It is clear that the aim is politicale
Yugovs Only you have no notion of politics.

Stamboliiski: It was vwhispered to us in the corridor, before we an-
Terod tho session: "Now we shall understend which of ycu are wise."
You wish to find traitors anmony us? You will not find theml {ap=-
pleuse end cries "true" from the Opposition). You can be certain that
you will not find themt

Dimiter Geixgplevs That means that we shall not find wise and homest
persons among you'b

Stambmldidalri s Thev all are honests You will not find traitore thereec:s
T.ore oalm, rontlemeni Let the Minister of Imterior take care to find
eccusations for me., I declars thet I am the first ‘udernik® (siock
workir) to go ‘to prison after Hikole Petkov (appinuse from the Upposi-
tion)e )

Yugow: The Yinister of Interior rmst wern you that the People's aue
ority is well organized and will place every criminal llke you and
meny others in their places. That is what I can tell you (stormy ap-

plause from the Majority).

Stamboliiskiz see The Aprarian Parliamentary Group declares through
6 that itoe« is ready to serve the Bulgarian people as it has served
the people up to the present. .

Yupov: Yhosoever becomes alipgned with Nikola Petkov, he will heve o
8 ar fete.

Stemboliiski: Deware of burning bridges, because you have burned suf~
ficlent collaboration bridges already..s Vo declare that we stand bew
hind our secretary Hikole Petkov.... The God of the agrarians is alive.
You may be certain, whatever efforts you may exert to set the leaders
of the agrerian movement eside from your roed you will not succesd...
The Agrarian Union did not stop to exist with the death of Alcxander
Starboliiskic... nor with the death of Petko Petlov, nor when its other
1l~aders were persccuted and arrested. He will not stop to exist now
after you put Nikola Potkev in prison. The Agrerian Union will remain
united and undsumted in the defense of Bulgarian demooracy... and the
dawvn of democracy will soon come (applause from the Opposition).

President Kolarov: (Gives thgd &EQQM Iven Pashov).
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Dr. Iven Pestoy (Commmist): ... It is not a pure hazard that in
our country as well as ahroad renction 1ifts up its head and starts
organizing. Is it a hazard that at present in Hunpary the Prime
Minister is to be tried for trossone..? The competency of the la-
tional Assembly is to state whethor there are grounds to deprive hinm
of his immmity. The Bulparian courts sare compstent to state whether
he is guilty or imnocent. e« The Fatherland Fronmt has yet to play
a very long, important and responsible role for our country. The
Fatherlend Front will resolve all its responsible historic problems...
and cach one who tries to impede this progress... will be crushed
(applausa from the Majority)s. You wish to cormit treasom ‘ioward the
peoplo and the Fatherland. But the people will not allow you to play
with it. From 9 September on, the people have talen its destinies in
its omwm hends. The people will no longer entrust any povernment to
YOUecoe .

Todor Tiholov:s ({Spokesman for the Socialist Government Parliamentary
oup)s (ixpresses approval of the proposal to deprive Petkov of his
irmmunity) .

Yani Yanev ('Agrerian, Government') (Apiroves proposal to deprive
ov of his irmunity).

Propident ¥olarov: Ir. Lulchev has the floor.

Kosta lulchev (Socialist): I came in the name of the parlismentary

group of the Vorkers' Sociel Democrat Party, Urdted, {interru;#ienm)..

to reply to the request of the prosecutor with a "No" (interruption)..

In 8 moment of importent interiationel events (interruption) when Bule
rarie swaits the ratification of its tresty (interruption} in order to
start on the rosd of calm and normal political development (interruption),
when the Assembly is to deliberate on the most important and fateful of
issues (interruption) - the elahoratiom of the,constibution {interrupticn)
the work of the (ssembly must be stopped, in order that the Assembly should
sttond to tho request of the prosecutor (imterruption)...the environment
at which this question vms placed in the Assenmbly speaks sufficiently
clearly of the tendency and aim in which it was placed (retorts from the
Hajority). The Asserbly vime honored for this occasion by the pres-noe

of all ministers... and by the presence of numerous groups of foreign
gueets in the corridors of the Assembly (applause from the Opposition).
An importerdt and fateful questiont ..o Ilikola Petkov is not & casual
anybody (interruption) he represcmts 1,500,00 votes.s.. And lot it be
mown: the decision of ths DBulgarian people end of its represontatives

to fight for freedom and democracy shall not be orushed (applause from
the Opposition; retorts from the Majority).

Yugov: All thoss who encourarse orgenizers of coups d'etat and whe par
E%cipate in conspiracies will have a similer fate (applause from the
Uajority). Whosoever defends Nil-ola Petkovists, he is en organizer of
coups d'etaet, he outlaws himself, This should be well understood by yous.$
(Seriss of interruptions - the speech of Lulchev d* fts to side topics

in brief oxchanges with Communist deputiess)

Yordsn Pansyotov (Zveno) and Peko Takov (Commmist): (Approve of the
request by the prosecutors)

President Kolercv: (Gives the word to Nikola Potkov).

Nikoln Potkov: (Aprerian Watiensl Party): (met with appleuse and
stending up by the Oppositiom): Gentlemen end Ladiest It appears
that only I shall be calm here and shall mmke no show of nerves, fol-
lowing the advice of deputy Titke Che EMLI shell not Jjustify myr-

[ o Aristoverio ot

" TGOS
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s0lf, becousc the inmnasert Ao not need to Justify themselves. (ap-
plause by the Opnosition). Iy task hes been very much fecilitated

bv denputies Titko Chernokolev, Mr, Iwen Pashow, the Mindet~w 2 7
torior and by the Prime Minister himseif. All four of them stressed
very clearly: the personality of Hikola Petkov is not aimed et and that
personality has no significance. The aim is different - %o ghrike dom
the sedretary of the BDulgsrian Agrerian National Union... (applause by
the Opposition).

Georpi Kostov (Communist): Orgenizer of ooup d'ebat,

Petkove +o. H0 8trike down the organization of the Bulgerian peasants
{applause by the Opposition) becauss today it stands on an unshekeable
position. Thim position is: indepondence of the Bulgarian Agrarien
National Union (appiiwuse by the Oppesition) independence of the organi-
gational life of the Bulpgarian Aprarisn National Union, struggle for the
freedoms and rights of the Bulgarien people (applause by the Oppositicn)e
Thet is where the blow is intended (retorts by the Mejority). I bey of
yout You all had your turn to speek, have the felrness to allow & man
to say a fow words.' I beg of you. It is not much that I went, I do .
not Jjustify mysclf. Have a little patience! You spoke most insclently,
most nervously, evem though you had sald thet you would be cbjective.

Chernokolev: You are Lremblingtl

Pestkov: 1 nover tremble. My hands may be trombling ferom other things,
s those of cther tremble from other things.

Chernokolev: Then & man has sold his conscience, he treambles.
Patkovs Ly conscience has slways boen clear. It has always been clear,
booause all in my family have had clear sonsciences. There are no perzoms
of impure conscience in my family and thore will not be such, All of you
have thouglk for a long time and have constently said, even to some of cur
agrarians, that MNikola Petkov will escape. You sze for yourself that Ni-
kola Patkov is here, that he has not escaped.

The Yajority: e cannot escape

Pagtkov: Do not talk like this. You know very well whother one can es-
cape or not. Genmtlemen, Titko Chernckoev has very woll said it 1 The
blow here must be piven against the position of the Bulpgarian Agrarian
National Union {rstorts from the Majority). Dr. Ivan Pashov said "The
same thing that hanpened in Hungary must happen here.” The reply is in
the question itself.

Kotevs There are traitors, both here and there.

Potkovs However, I am obliged to say thet evén today the Agrarian Union,
of which I heve tho honor to be seoretary, stands on the s ame platform.
This pletform is the same as it was on 9 September.

Dragoicheva: Do not profane the 9th of September §

Petkov: Theso positions are: cocllaboration with the Cammmist Party eb
equal rights and equsl obligations (applause by the Opposition), end
the right to free organizatiomal 1ife for the Agrarian Unione

Dragoichevn: You would mot find a single eoup 4 atat organizexr in the
Tommmist ;“tﬂ"ﬁYo .

b Rk T
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Petkovs It is not the Agrarian Union which sltersd its positions, _ }
Youees you want o Interfere in the internal 1life of the Agrarisn

Union (applause by the Opposition). And that is true, because oven

today the govermment is in a orisis, becouse you wish to interfers

in the affeirs of that seetion of the Agrarien Unton vhich is with

you (applavse by the Opposition). And today you declare, or better,

you will declaere Obbov and Georgl Dragnev as traitors, and you will

cast them cut, bet:i:se in the last momont they teo understood that

the Bulgarian Agrarien National Union connot be liquidated by enyone

{applause by the Opposition).

Chornokolev:s This intrigue will not succeed.

Pgtkove But I declare here that you will not succeeds You will not
succeed in meking the breakthrough that you desire. At 3 o'closk toe
day, in theso corridors, Goorgi Chankov and Titko Chernckolev summoned
Assen Stambolilski and told him: "You have still an hour's time to
think, and to obey in order to save yourself (applause by the Opposi~
tion and cries of "Shame" ). This is the truth,

Chernclkolev: - This is a lie} Ve shall not collaborate with traitors
youe

Petkov: There = Acsen Starboliiski is here.
Chernokolev: Thias iz & lie! (Rotorts from the Opposition).

Pegtkov: I beg of you, you have made proposals even to me personally,
I agree to obsy I can again ooms to the Fathorland Iront with
Youe

chernokolavl Who has made you that proposel?

Potkov: I do not wish to say. There are persons on this dssk hore
(points to the linisters' desk), 1 do not wish to say. And if I have.
not accepted, it is because today I still believe in the platform on waich
all these corrades stend {showing the Opposition)s equal rights, and equal
obligetions. Give freedom to the Bulgarien psople and we shall all como
to you.

Yugov: Freedom to the pcople, not to congpiratorsi

Pgtkovs HNre Minlsteri A little quist, please. I listened to you for 2o

Tong, you have had an entire day at your disposal. You have the press at

your disposal, you have all. Now you will be able to pour all the accusa=
tions that you wish on an imprisoned man.

Yugov: The magistrates will do their best,

Petkove As you see, I do not even Justify myself. Give me a minute's
' « Ilave a little good mannors.

Yugov: A1l right; all right. Te. chall learue

Petkovs You do need to learn. The Bulgarien Agrarian Natlonal Union
WIIT Hold to the same platforms And you deceive yourself, if you belisve
the contrary. You will not find a turn-cont omong these comrades (shows
the Opposition) whom you wish to corrupt by various ways (appleuse by the
Opposition and cries of "DBravo") because none of them will shoose to haw
come, not & defender of MNikols Petkov -- 1 told you that the personality
has no significence = but the liquidator of the organisatiom of the Bualiw=
garian peagarnts and of the grestest Bulparian: Alexander Stamboliiskitt
(a1l Opposition deputies stand up and applaud for a prolonged period).
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Chonckoley: It is significant that Lulchev alao has risen}

Petkovs Gentlemen deputies, I condlude, I go to the prison with
Jjoy (applause from the Opposition).

The l&a;ori'bza Aheansssteses b

Petkov: I was cast out in 1938 from this same National Assembly for
The Bemo reasons - strupgle for the rights and freedoms of the Bulgarian
people, struggle against personel regime, topether with ten of your oo
rades zapplause and cries "Bravo" from the Opposition)s Now as then -

I declere that I consider myself happy to have the honor and happi.ess
to follow the destiny of my father and my brother - to give my freedom,
and if necessary - my life, for the froedom of the Bulgarisn people,
(Long applause from the Opposition and ories of "hurrah"). " Long live
the Bulparian Agrarian Netional Union (applause from the Opposition

end ories "lonm 1ive"). Long live liberty! (A1l Opposition deputies
stand up, pive lonz applause and cries of "hurrah"). :

Frosident Kolarov: (Rings) Ve shall come to the vote on the proposel
‘of the CamniEsion of tho !finistry of Justice (some of the Oppositiom
deputies begin to loave).

Chernckolev: Waitt

The O itiont Dowm with dictatorshipl Long life freedom? (Deputies of .
Eﬁe @position g0 out).

President Kolarov: ..e{reads)... "In accordance Articles 99 and 100
of the Regulation of Imternal Order, the Grand National Assembly aoc-
cedes to the reqiest of the prosecutor of the Sofia District Court,
deprives Sofia deputy Kikola Pstlrov of his parliamentary immmity snd
authorises his arrest and trial sccording to the prosecutor's lettor,.”

I beg the deputies who agree with this proposal to raise their
hand. Mejority. The Asserbly adopts the proposale (The lMajority
depubios stand up and applaud for a long timee)

The osition: Shame! Howuuuuwumnmud seceo (the Oprosition deputies head
r the exit and sing: ™vhosoever falls in the struggle for freedem,
he does not perish, he is mourned by earth and sky, bessts and nature;
minstrels Binf’; of himees v")a

Prosident Kolarov: The session is overe
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